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“YET YOU KNOW THAT THERE IS ONLY ONE EULER”

ANDREAS BOHM (1720-1790)
AND THE PRACTICE OF MATHEMATICS
AT GERMAN UNIVERSITIES

Thomas Morel

Abstract. — This article explores the daily life and career of Andreas Bohm
(1720-1790), a Wolffian polymath who was professor of philosophy and math-
ematics at the University of GieBen. Bohm represents the “ordinary” professor
atwork, and his career exemplifies the practice of mathematics in 18th-century
German universities. He published several textbooks, trained local surveyors,
edited a scholarly journal and even entertained scholarly correspondence with
a German countess. Using a large set of archival sources, we follow the negoti-
ation of his academic chair and document in detail his teaching activities—as
well as his lasting influence on surveying and practical geometry. By examining
Bohm’s multifaceted career, the article challenges the notion of 18th-century
universities as stagnant, instead portraying them as dynamic centers of mathe-
matical education and expertise, deeply embedded in the needs of local soci-
eties.

Résumé. — Cet article étudie la carriére et le quotidien d’Andreas B6hm
(1720-1790), un polymathe wolffien qui fut professeur de philosophie et
de mathématiques a I'université de Giessen. Bohm représente le professeur
« ordinaire » au travail, et sa carriére illustre la pratique des mathématiques
dans les universités allemandes du xvirr® siécle. Auteur de plusieurs manuels,
il participe a la formation des experts et arpenteurs locaux, édite une revue
scientifique et entretient méme une correspondance savante avec une
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